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" Not exactly on the photographs, my good Podd,"
explained M'Whizzle, wearily.
" And is it necessary, sir, to take such an alarming
animal to Tidatau?" inquired Archibald. "All the
peoples will be looking at us, sir!"
" Those who are on service with me," said the Chief
of the Secret Police in a stern voice, "are required
to display unquestioning obedience. I have decided
that a camel is necessary. That ought to be enough
for you. Please be so good as to obtain the animal
without any further delay whatever. You can't be
expected to understand everything, good Podd," he
went on, relenting when he saw his subordinate's
hurt expression. " But I may tell you that my object
when arriving at Tidatau is to be looked at, is to be
observed of all observers, so that the news of our
arrival will be borne quickly to the Palace, and we
shall be invited thither to display ourselves. And
now, enough. Go!"
He dismissed the young clerk with a final wave of
the hand, and resumed his contemplative attitude on
the mat